
 

 

RAG CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 

Wednesday 11th November 2026 

John Rylands Library, Manchester 

 

Unearthing the unexpected in religious archives 

 

10:30  Coffee and registration 

Introduction to the 2026 Annual RAG Conference and welcome to the John Rylands 
Library 

11.05-11.50 Professor Sasha Handley, University of Manchester 

A Haunting at the Rectory: Ghost Stories and Early Modern Women’s Lives 
 

11.50-12.35 Tim Procter, University of Leeds 

A scroll and a fragment - surprising Jewish survivals at the University of Leeds 

12.35 Lunch 

13.15-13.30 Religious Archives Group AGM 

13.30-14.15 Professor Michael Questier 

 “Stop Press! Gunpowder Plotter sends Royal Sex Letters to Pope!” The Archival 
Politics of the English Reformation 

14.15-15.00  Dr Naomi Baker, University of Manchester 

Voices of Thunder: Radical Religious Women of the Seventeenth Century 

15.00 Tea break 

15.15-16.00 Neil Sayer, R C Diocese of Liverpool Archives 

An accidental archive: 'Oriental works' in the Liverpool Archdiocesan Archives 

16.00-16.45 Collection encounter 

 An opportunity to take a closer look at some of the treasures of the Rylands 

16.45  Close 


